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CHILD PROTECTION — ABORIGINAL CHILDREN IN CARE 

134. Ms M.J. HAMMAT to the Minister for Child Protection: 
I refer to the McGowan Labor government’s ongoing commitment to keeping Western Australian children safe 
and supporting WA families. Can the minister advise the house how work underway in the child protection system 
is delivering new ways of working to empower Aboriginal families to stay safe and together, and to reduce the 
number of Aboriginal children in care? 

Ms S.F. McGURK replied: 
I thank the member for the question. I also want to take this opportunity to acknowledge that today is National Sorry 
Day. On the eve of Reconciliation Week, and as the Minister for Child Protection, I am acutely aware of the impact 
of the forced removal of children from their families during the stolen generation, and the ongoing trauma that 
this has caused many Aboriginal families. It is fitting that this year, on the eve of Reconciliation Week, the 
theme is more than a word. Reconciliation requires action and, as a government, that is what we are committed 
to do. 
Today, I was pleased to join the member for Mirrabooka, along with representatives from the Department of 
Communities and key stakeholders in Aboriginal services, to announce that Mirrabooka is the metropolitan site 
for extending our Aboriginal family-led decision-making pilot. That pilot is designed to strengthen Aboriginal 
self-determination. It will help address the over-representation of Aboriginal children in out-of-home care. Members 
might be aware and remember that we announced that Geraldton will be the regional pilot site for this new way of 
working in child protection. The program is designed to provide a culturally safe place for families at risk of child 
protection intervention or help reunite children who are in care by working with their families to provide solutions. 
Under the pilot, independent Aboriginal convenors facilitate conferences and discuss with Aboriginal families how 
they can not only keep children safe, but also support the families to make sure that those children stay connected 
with their families. Hopefully, that will avoid the need to come into care, but if children continue to come into 
care, they will keep the relationship with their immediate family as well as their extended family. 
I want to make it clear that we will not compromise child safety; that is always our central priority. We know that we 
can make inroads to reduce the number of children in care if we involve Aboriginal families and their representatives 
in better decision-making processes in child protection. It takes concerted effort, and, to that end, we are committed 
to doing the hard yards with Aboriginal people, communities and their organisations. 
I was also pleased to complement this announcement today with a $10.3 million commitment to extend for two years 
the Aboriginal in-home support service program delivered by a consortium of Aboriginal organisations, led by 
the Wungening Aboriginal Corporation. This service provides intensive in-home practical support to Aboriginal 
families to address safety issues, to keep children safely at home and, if necessary, to reunite them if they have 
been brought into the child protection system. It has been a very successful model. Early indications are that we 
are getting some really good results from that program as part of our overall effort to work stronger in partnership 
with Aboriginal families and their representative organisations. We have seen the lowest rates of growth in child 
protection for over 20 years, and in regard to Aboriginal families since 2004. In fact, for the first time in many 
decades, in the March quarter this year we saw a decline in the number of children coming into care, including 
Aboriginal children.  
These are the early signs and reasons for optimism. As I said, we will not compromise child safety, but when we 
can work in partnership with Aboriginal families and their representatives, that is our commitment. It is a practical 
application of reconciliation that this government is committed to. It takes a village to raise a child and that is what 
this government is determined to do—work with the Aboriginal community and their representatives to get better 
outcomes for some of the state’s most vulnerable families. 
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